Bibliography Style

Version 1.0.1 (July 16, 2010)

A good bibliography can be worth the price of the book; a bad one is wasted pages. This is a guide to creating what SJ Games views as a good bibliography. It often departs from “academic” style, so please review it even if you’re highly experienced at creating bibliographies!

A few general rules apply throughout:

Style: Use TEXT style. Don’t use other styles, like TEXT-HANG.
Names: Credits are usually written last-name-first (e.g., Jackson, Steve). Only credits in parentheses use standard order (e.g., Steve Jackson). Treat initials as part of the first name (e.g., Punch, Sean M. or Sean M. Punch).
Titles: Titles normally go in standard order (e.g., The Shining). Only move a leading “The” to the end, after a comma (e.g., Shining, The), when the title opens the citation.
Sorting: After creating all your citations as explained here, sort them alphabetically by paragraph regardless of what our style prescribes as the first word of each.

If your citations fall into several large categories – fiction, comic books, reference works, games, etc. – then you may split your bibliography into sections. Insert suitable subheadings (Fiction, Nonfiction, Comics, etc.). Alphabetize each section separately.

Further details depend on what you’re describing. In all cases, pay special attention to typefaces and punctuation. Everything here is deliberate and not optional!

Books
The most basic format is as follows (yes, our style intentionally omits the publisher’s geographical location):
Surname, Given Name. Title (Publisher, Year). Annotation.
Example:
King, Stephen. Pet Sematary (Doubleday, 1993). Animals buried on an Indian burial site get resurrected, and a grief-stricken father wants to bury his dead son there.
Multi-Author Credits
List multiple authors in cover-credit order. All credits should be last-name-first, even for the second and later authors. Style is:
Surname, Given Name; Surname, Given Name; and Surname, Given Name. Title (Publisher, Year). Annotation.
For just two authors, keep the “and” but omit the semicolons. Example:
Page, Michael and Ingpen, Robert. Encyclopedia of Things That Never Were (Viking Penguin, 1985). A readable reference covering fictional and folkloric material.
Multiple Cites Per Author

For a series, give the title of the first or most applicable book, at the minimum. You may mention the series name and/or titles of other books in the annotation – or even in the initial citation. Example:

Le Guin, Ursula K. A Wizard of Earthsea (Parnassus, 1968); The Tombs of Atuan (Atheneum, 1971); The Farthest Shore (Atheneum, 1972). Classic fantasy trilogy featuring powerful name-magic balanced by a philosophy of restraint.

For unrelated works, simply write separate citations. We do not use “leading dash” notation to indicate successive works by the same writer.
Non-Author Credits

If a work credits only an anthologist, compiler, editor, etc., then list him as if he were an author. After his name, note his role in lowercase and in parentheses:
Surname, Given Name (role). Title (Publisher, Year). Annotation.
Example:
Dozois, Gardner and Williams, Sheila (editors). Isaac Asimov’s Ghosts (Ace, 1995). Twelve tales of the spectral undead by Connie Willis, Jack Dann, Terry Bisson and others.
If a work credits such a person as well as authors, put the entire credit in parentheses after the author credit as follows:

(Given Name Surname, role)

Note that the name is written first-name-first. Example:

Vegetius (M.D. Reeve, editor). Epitoma rei militaris (Oxford University Press, 2004). A translation of history’s most comprehensive treatment of Roman military training and tactics. Also called De re militari.
For foreign-language works with translators, credit the translator this way. For comic books (below) with prominent artists, you can do something similar.
Comics

Use book format, crediting the writer. Don’t refer to particular issues, but to the run’s start and end years (omit the end year if the series is still running). Example:
Ostrander, John. The Spectre (DC Comics, 1992-1998). Comic book about the ghost of a dead cop become the Wrath of God incarnate, charged with exacting retribution on the guilty.
Games

Use book format, but put the title in boldface italics. Example:
Punch, Sean M. GURPS Undead (SJ Games, 1998). Dead souls and walking corpses.
“Ludography” is the accepted term for a bibliography consisting only of games. You may use this as a subheading within your bibliography.

Periodicals

You may cite popular magazines: National Geographic, Scientific American, Time, etc. Avoid academic journals – an RPG shouldn’t get that formal! Always refer to the periodical name, not to specific issues or dates. Style is:

Title (Publisher). Annotation.
Example:
National Geographic Magazine (National Geographic Society). Regularly features solid, fact-filled articles on tombs and mummies, as well as on primitive cultures and their religious rites. A good source for those seeking photographs of mummies, ossuaries, etc.
Reference Works

Reference works rarely list individual credits . . . or have huge numbers of them! This demands a special treatment:

Title (Publisher, Year). Annotation.

Example:
Encyclopædia Britannica (Britannica, 1911). Later editions are more current, but the famous 11th edition represented the peak of human knowledge at mid-TL6. An excellent historical resource, available for free online.

Filmography Style

A filmography (the accepted term for a bibliography consisting entirely of cinematic citations) should always be separate from the bibliography per se. Never mix movies and TV shows with books! You should still use TEXT style and sort alphabetically, but the basic format differs somewhat:

Title (Director, Release Year). Annotation.
Example:
Karate Kid, The (John G. Avildsen, 1984). A bullied teen gets tutored in karate by an Okinawan master (played brilliantly by Noriyuki Morita).
Note how “The” moves to the end of a title, because the title starts the citation.

Television

Use film format. For series, though, credit the creator of the whole thing and give the series’ start and end years (omit the end year if it’s still running). Don’t cite individual episodes. Example:
Green Hornet, The (George W. Trendle, 1966-1967). Notable mainly as Bruce Lee’s first major Hollywood break: as Kato, the Green Hornet’s kung fu-using sidekick.
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